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‘In the evening the Native People sat... 2 
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THE BEGINNING OF SIN 
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And so they went out and cut four tiny red whips from the woods, 
They returned and went in to stand beside the bed. The child’s 
eyes were wild and pleading. Everyone was sent out of the room. 
The father stepped forward and, with tears streaming down his face, 
lashed his dying baby. Slowly she quieted down. He then gave the 
red whips to his wife, who repeated the lashing. 

The child went into a convulsion and let out a most horrifying 
scream. As she died, something could be seen to run through her 
body like a flash of lightning. 

The Natives said it was the restless baby who had hurried his birth 
and thus killed his mother. He was full of evil, and the Natives 
named him Flint. 
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